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But to return to Columban's controversy with the bishops. It appears that the Irishman's appeal was not made wholly
" the head of all the Churches in the world, saving the special prerogative of the place of the Lord's resurrection," it is " the principal seat of the orthodox faith," and in it " the column of the Church stands firm." The Pope again is the head of all the Churches of Europe, the Pastor of pastors, the chief of the generals of the army of God. To the chair of St. Peter the Irish are especially "bound, and however great and glorious Borne itself might be, it is only St. Peter's chair which makes it great and glorious to them. Over all other nations the prodigious fame of that great city had been spread abroad, but the Irish had never heard of it, until the chariot of the Church came rolling to them across the sea, guided by Christ Himself, and drawn 'by those swift coursers St. Peter and St. Paul, with whose cherished relics Borne was blessed. " We are the disciples rof St. Peter and St. Paul and of all the saints who by the inspiration of the Spirit wrote the Holy Scriptures; we Irish, who dwell at the end of the world, receive nothing but the doctrine of the Evangelists and Apostles. There has never been a heretic, a Jew, or a schismatic among us. We preserve unchanged the Catholic Faith as it was first delivered to us by you, the successors of the Holy Apostles." Still, with all his professions of respect for the Apostolic See, and with many apologies for his own ignorance and presumption, Columban wrote sharply, as one who had a right to rebuke neglect and error even in a Pope; "for," says he, "it is not the person, but reason, which prevails." He beseeches the Pope to summon a council, and publicly " to clear the chair of Peter from every error, if indeed, as men say, any error has been admitted into it." " There is good cause for mourning and weeping," he adds, "if the Catholic Faith is not preserved in the Apostolic See." Pope Yigilius is accused of having received heretics into his communion at the Fifth Council. " If," says Columban, " you know that Vigilius died with such a stain upon his soul, why do you notwithstanding 'this recite his name at mass ? Everything which is not of faith is sin. It is your fault if you have departed from the true belief, and have made the first faith of none effect. Your inferiors are therefore in the right when they resist you, they are in the right when they withdraw from your communion. ... As your honour is great from the dignity of your see, so you need the greater care lest you lose that dignity through transgression. You will retain your power only so long as your judgment is just. For he is truly the keeper of the keys of the -kingdom of heaven, who, informed withi the knowledge of the truth, opens to those who are worthy and shuts against the unworthy. And if he acts otherwise, he will be unable to open or shut at all. Every one knows that our Saviour gave the keys to St. Peter, and you perhaps on account of this claim for yourself a certain arrogant authority and power, more than that of other men, in matters of religion. But be assured that if such a thought ever enters your mind, your power with God will be diminished, for unity of faith has produced unity of power and privilege throughout the world. It was the truth of his confession which gave the privilege to the holy Key-bearer, the religious superior of us all."
It is clear that Columban regarded the See of Borne with very great respect as the chief of aU Christiai sees, the See of the Prince of the Apostles, and the source from which the gospel had come to his own country. But it is equally clear that he believed it to be possible for a Pope to fall away from the faith,